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The International Day on Rural Women first observed on 15 October 2008, ten years ago. Since then 
every year this date recognizes the important roles 
of rural women are playing in the family, 
community, society and country.  The day also 
recognizes the role of indigenous women who also 
play very important and vital role in the family and 
society.  These women are contributing hugely on 
enhancing agricultural and rural development, 
improving food security and eradicating rural 
poverty. 
 
The idea of honoring rural women on a special day 
was put forward at the Fourth World Conference 
on Women in Beijing, China, in 1995. It was suggested that October 15 should be celebrated as 
“World Rural Women’s Day,” which is the eve of World Food Day, to highlight rural women roles and 
contribution in food production and food security.  
 
Many people, government agencies, community groups and non-government associations celebrate 
the International Day of Rural Women on October 15 every year.   Despite all our effort, this is 

important to note, though the focus of the day is 
clear and in the observation all sections in the 
society are engaged but many women are moving 
with questions, such as are rural women life and 
livelihoods have really changed?  This is true the 
development has come, we can see changes in the 
attitude, practice, behavior of many, some women 
show clear confidence, but the pace is slow, we 
have to work hard to increase the pace to ensure 
all women in the world get the benefit. 
 

SOHAY under its “Strengthen Civil Society and Public Institutions Combating Gender based Violence” 

programme observed the day in Satkhira working areas.  SOHAY engaged all sections in the society in 

the process, such as women, men, boys, girls, local authorities, public representatives.  This is to 

make them aware of the issue and clear request to take steps from their own position to make the 

life and livelihood or rural women a pleasant one. 

To mark the day SOHAY arranged rally, discussion and rural cake preparation competition.  The 

discussion was focused on the importance of the day and to aware people about the message of the 

day its importance and value.  The recognitions of 

women contribution in the family and society and 

respect them is the way forward to bringing up a 

healthy society.  At the end of the programme 

there were prize distribution ceremony and 

closing the programme.  

 
It was a three hours programme, started at 
2.45pm and ended at 5.30pm, but the impact was 
huge.  The women in the community are started 
to think differently, so we are thinking it had good 
impact in the community, particularly to the participating women, their eyes have opened, thinking 
has changed.  It was a huge gathering of more than hundred and seventy people consists of women, 

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/world-food-day


adolescent girls, boys, men, and local authority and people representatives in the Labsa programme 
area. 
 
The women carried placards, festoons and wear 

caps contained several important slogans, and 

messages in the rally. The rally move couple of 

kilometers in rajnagar bazar and surrounding areas 

to aware of the locality and community, the 

importance of rural women in the family and 

community.  The walk ended at khajurdangga 

where the rural cake competition & discussion 

were taken place. Seventeen rural women 

participated with their handmade cakes. 

 

The Project Manager of the programme informed the participants and others expectators about the 

programme goal and objective and what benefits community will receive through this project. He 

made it clear that though the programme is to empowerment of women & to reduce violence 

against women and girls but the approach is unique, it engages all in the society in the process for 

their understanding recognizing the important role 

women play and contribution in the family and 

community.  He also said how the changes will 

contribute to take Bangladesh to middle income 

country status in future. 

  

Mr Anowar Parvej of union social support 

committee highly appreciated the programme and 

said SOHAY should think of such programme 

frequently in future.  He said that he finds it much 

more effective and open his eyes.  He will try from 

his end to provide all sorts of support to SOHAY for such programme in future.  He told that women 

empowerment is the key point to change the country.  He committed that he will personally stop all 

forms of early marriage, violence against women and girls in his union and stands against all forms of 

violence against women act. 

 

Mr Monsur Ali, president of rajnagar government primary school management committee said day 

observance is one way to inform all the value of 

women in the society and they deserve respect 

from us.  He added we have to change our 

mentality and social thinking concerning our 

women, then we will get the real benefit.  All of us 

should respect women. He also said that if all 

women in our country became aware & 

empowered, this is possible to reduce all forms of 

GBV in Bangladesh. He said we have promise that 

we don’t allow early marriage of our daughter in 

our villages and say NO to early marriage.  He said that he did not see such an organized event in his 



village before.  He gave thanks to SOHAY for organizing this event at his village.  The programme 

ends with the vote of thanks from the Program Manager of SOHAY. 

 

The following are the lesson learned: 

1. We now have very good understanding that all women in the villages want a social change 
where they will be valued and respected in the society. 

2. Distressed and deprived women want to come out of discrimination and all forms of gender 
based violence. 

3. There is a need of personal counseling and moral support needed for those has undergone 
gender based violence in their life. 

4. There is huge demand for equal rights for women and girls in the locality.  They are searching 
ways of establishing this against the present social norms and practices which undermine their 
equal rights. 
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